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1. Nikola Fidancev, Eoris Selev,:and Stevan Topgey, students st Zagreb University, 
. decided to esezpe to Greece with their friends, Georgi Jormev, © student at 
Belgrade University, and Mirko Pecev, a student at the Strumica Gymeasiun. 
The five agreec. te nest! in Strunica on 2 Jaly 1951 and to escape to Greece in 


two groups, ae i eke ~ a 
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2. Boris Belev, the leader, vent to Ste jakove , Djewdj elija District, to find a 
guide to the bexder. The guide that he found, refused to’ take then because 
the passeges that he knew were heavily guarded at the time. About the sane 


tine Pidencey succeeded in obtaining from the istrict Commissioner of 
taterior a "border permit" which allowed him te stay 10 days in Dojran, on 
Dojren Lake, for His health. : es 
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3. 27 July ell five students ret again in “trumica and elev said that he had 
found a guide the would help themeross the border over the Belasica iiountains, 
They agreed that the four would cross the border over.the Belasica Mounteing 
on 3 August, end that Pidancey would cross the border on Dojran Lake, The 
group agreed to take with them their birth certifientes, student's booklets, 
and identity cards, The group had no arms and they didinet intend te offer 
any resistance If they vere cought vhile attempting td Jeross the border, 
fhis decision was made because the penalty for an escape atiempt vas usually 
only two or three months in prison. 35 oS 
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4, On 28 July Fidencev went to Vojran. On 2 August Beley wont to Dojran ith a 
grou of tourists end told Fidancey that the dete of gacape had been figed 
by the puide for 5 August. Beley and Midencey agreed “that-if the date of 
escape were chanped, Pidancev would reccive a note on 4 August by the lecal 
aus. On 4 and 5 August Fidanecev was fc_ lowed by ULB men. Since Fidancev 
Teceived no note on 4 August, he presumed that there had beenino chenge in 
the eseaps plans and he left Dojran ot 7:30 p.m, swimming the four kilometers 
fseress Dejran Lake to Greece . 
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5, For an unknown: reason ‘the ete sof escape of Belov group wes. changes’ to 
12 August 1951, In the.mcintimeKoce Kosturanov Joined the groups ~— 
Kosturanoy was born in 1930 in struc. * hostufanov's father was a veal thy 
merchant in Strumica before Vorld ar TT, bu t after the wer ali of bis. 
property was corfisedted and he WES pe ees several times, - The father 
then moved his farly ‘to Zagreds wheye Koce was & student in Zagreb 
University. ee 4 
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é During the early sents hours of 12 sage ori’ the group started out. 
They. first passed near Kulis, and by, é,fvening of 12 August they reached 
the area of the villege of Dorlobos,“about three kilometers from the Greek 
border, At this peint they « wero anbushed by the UDB or the 2litie and vere 


seize oh i oe wel : 
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7, A Mosten from Derlobos" Later ‘told Miko Topeev, Steve Topcev's: brother, that 
during the night of 12.13 August be had been a2 five students, with hands 
bound, being morched by Ilitia péfsdnpe2 to Dorlobos; Inforbhats and 
residents of “trumica believe that the five: ptudents were intpHrogated by the 
UDB, mistreated, and then shot at dawn on 13: August 1951, Moklem peasants 
from Darlobos, who were ordered by the UDB on ithe morning of 13 August to 
carry the corpses on horses to Kosturino, stébted later that the hands of the 
students vere bound with wire and tnat the bates were still fern + sa hey 
moved them, 
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8, On 13 August 1951 the UDB ordered the Town pateentare eerie of Strumica 
to make five coffins, which were sent by UDB truck to Kosturino. 
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9, Mirco Topeevy, wio was employed as & seeete ter in the Tov! iene Cooperative, 
was ordered to accompany the coffins and to identify the corpses. Topeer 
related later that each of the dead studedts had sqyeral bullet wounds in the 
head, and that there were trulses on each of the es. The throat of Belev 
had boon ews, and alj the ee of both of Secret Jarmov's hends had been 
eut off. 
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10. At 10 Pole 13 August, a UDB truc) took the coffins to the “Bbitery in Ctrumica. 
"In the meantime, UDB officials called the parents of the murdered students, 

and questicned them about the whereabouts of their sons, Later, the UDB inform 
ed the parents that thelr “heroic sons" were killed while attempting te escape 
te Greece, end that the funeral would take place at 12:01 a.m, at the Strumica 
cematery,: The news of the murder of tho five students spread ‘quickly in 
Strumica, | land ths people of the city were so aroused over the | atrocity that 
several: thetsand (ste) people attended the funeral. 
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ll. The caf¥ins of Stevo Topeev, Georgo. Jarmov, | ireo Pecev, and keee Kosturancy 
were placed in one grave. Boris Belew wos buried separately becauss he was 
a Protestant. . 


12. Following is some biographical information coneerting four of the studente who 
were killed: 


a Boris Belev. was the son of Alexander, « medical doctor whe attended 
medical shools in Beirut and Geneve. Alexander Belev, a Frotestant, 
is a popular doctor in Strumiea. Boris was born in Strumica in January 
1929, and he gradunted from the Strumica gyrmasium in 1950, “Before 
attempting to escape to Greace, Boris was studying mathematics and 
physics at Zagreb University. In 1946, he wag arrested with a group 
of Strumica gymasium students for TRO! attivitios, and was relacased | 
on parole. Ho did not have a government scholarstilp, and he was 
molested by the authorities hecause of his bad pot tical record. 


b,. Stevo Topcey was the -gon of Karo, J fa ‘former nerchant who - ds serving & 
fiveeaycar sontenee in’ Idrizove prison es an anti-Commaiist. Topcey 
vas bort, in 1931 in Ctrumica, and he ercdunted from the Strumica 
gymnastum in 1960. Before attempting to escape to Greece, he was @ 
student at the Zagreb Law School. He did not have a government 

-,, Seholaxship, and he was molested by the authorities because of his 

father’s political beliefs and because his brother, Ljubeo, eacapec 
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c. Georgi Jarmov was the aon of Tushe, a former merchant who has been 


d. 


inprisoned twice for being an anti-~Commmist, Jarmov was born in 
Strumica in 1928, and he graduated from the Strumica gymaaium in 
1950.. Before attempting to eseape to Greece he was a student at the 
Law School in Belgrade. In_1946 he wes arrested with other Strunica 
gymnasium students for DRO activities, and he served two years in 
idrizovo prison. He was molested by the authorities because of his 
bad political record. 


Mireo Pecey was born in 1928 in Strumica, and he was a student in 
Strumica gyrnasium, In 1946 he was arrested for IMO! activities, 
end he served three years in Idrizevo prison. 
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